HOUGHTON COLLEGE – DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY & SOCIOLOGY
SOC 295: SPECIAL TOPICS IN SOCIOLOGY – Social Values & Environment (3 Credits)

TR 9.35-10.50 AM, LIB 308
SYLLABUS FALL 2008
Instructor: Aaron Routhe - Office: 322 Chamberlain; Office Hours: MWF 3.00-4.00 PM; Phone: 4780; E-mail: Aaron.Routhe@houghton.edu 
Disclaimer: The course schedule may be modified as needed during the semester. When possible, written and verbal notification is provided. You are responsible for being aware of all changes.

Student’s Responsibility: You are responsible for 1) all course announcements (made in class, via e-mail, posted on class web space, etc.), 2) being adequately prepared to participate in course activities and discussions, and 3) completing course assessments and assignments on time, even if you are not in class when they are given. Late course work or missed class assignments are not accepted without prior notice and approval. 

I. Catalog Course Description.  Topics offered according to interest and demand.
Special Topics Course Description: A seminar-style course, emphasizing discussion and dialogue in the exploration of the course topic from a sociological perspective. This course presents a framework for conceptualizing social values and their relevance to the environment, surveys the social bases of environmental concern in the US, and explores how claims about environmental problems are socially constructed. It includes an extended case study that examines the role of globalization in constructing climate change as a 'global' environmental problem and compares Northern ('developed, industrialized') and Southern ('developing, non-industrialized/industrializing') nations perspectives on it.

II. General Course Objectives. 

· Conceptualize human values and their relation to the natural environment.
· Investigate patterns of social values in US society about the environment.

· Examine how environmental claims are socially constructed.

· Explore relationship between sociology, environmentalism, and globalization. 

· Compare Northern and Southern nation perspectives on global environmental problems.
· Practice analytical and critical thinking on social issues and sociological topics.

· Practice writing, computer, research, and speaking skills.

· Encourage an appreciation of service.

· Explore connections between faith and sociology.

III. Required Course Readings.

Hannigan, John. 2006. Environmental Sociology, 2nd Ed. Routledge.
Yearley, Steven. 1996. Sociology, Environmentalism, Globalization. Sage
Additional article and excerpt readings as assigned.

IV. Course Assessments & Marking. Final course grades result from work on the following course assessments:

A. Exams (2): 




40%

B. Response Essays (2):


20%

C. Class Participation & Activities:

20%

D. Class Project & Presentation:


20%
V.  Marking Scale. Exams and other course assessments follow Houghton's grading system--see Houghton Catalog.
VI. Assessment Details.
A. Exams.  Exams are short answer or essay questions and may also include multiple-choice. 
B. Response Essays.  You will receive additional instructions for these. Written assignments should be typed in Times New Roman font, 12 font size, and double-spaced with 1 inch margins. If printed, they must be double-sided and stapled. If necessary, use formatting, citation, and publishing standards acceptable for your intended/declared major. Follow the ASA guidelines if un-declared. Consistency is key. In the Header, type your name, campus post office number, Soc. 295, the date, and the title of the paper. Late papers are not accepted for marking unless prior arrangements were approved and they will be downgraded a full letter grade.  

C. Class Participation and Activities.  You are expected to participate meaningfully in class and during class activities or discussions. This requires reviewing readings before coming to class so that you are prepared. Simply commenting on a topic will not directly result in class participation credit; you should speak informatively, referring to material covered in the readings and using appropriate concepts, etc.  
During the semester, you will participate for credit in various in-class activities possibly ranging from written responses to videos viewed in class to short presentations. Like preparing for exams or writing response essays, some activities may require out of class work. In-class reading quizzes are included under “activities.”  If you miss class on a day of a class activity, you will receive a 0 for the activity you missed, unless prior arrangements were made.  
D. Class Project & Presentations.  You will receive additional instructions for these. Instructions above under “Response Essays” regarding written assignments apply here.

VII. Attendance. Attendance is critical to learning and mastering content in a bi-weekly (Tuesday, Thursday), seminar-style course. It is one form of class participation and is recorded for each class meeting. If a student arrives late to class (after attendance is recorded) it is the student’s responsibility to see the instructor immediately following class to erase the recorded absence. Since the learning process consists of more than readings (lecturer-student, student-student interaction) it is expected that students will attend all classes. Frequent tardiness and absences usually result in a lower mark than one would normally achieve if he or she attended class regularly. Outstanding class participation is rewarded and reflected final course grades.

Students with no absences during the semester will receive a 2% bonus to the final course mark. Those with 2 or less absences will receive full attendance-based participation credit, while students with more than two absences will receive a proportionally reduced mark. Course work may always be submitted before it is due. Alternatives for class activities are available only with prior written approval for documented college-related activities (e.g. sports travel), health reasons, and personal emergencies.
COURSE OUTLINE – SPECIAL TOPICS IN SOCIOLOGY (SOC 295)
Social Values & Environment









Aaron Routhe 
Disclaimer: This course outline may be revised during the semester.  Routinely watch for announced changes.  Review readings before coming to class.
	WEEK
	DATES
	COURSE TOPIC / READINGS** (& NOTES)

	1
	Sept 1-5
	1) Introductions & Overview / Syllabus 
2) The Connection Between Social & Ecological Systems / Machlis et al. 1997 

	2
	Sept 8-12
	3) Social Values & Finding A Way To Sort Them / Schwartz 1996 & Eagley and Chaiken 1993 

4) What Do Values Got To Do With It (Environment)? / Dietz et al. 2005 & Manfredo et al. 2004 & Gardner and Stern 1996 (Sep 7-10 CLEW)

	3
	Sept 15-19
	5) Dominant Human Paradigm & New Ecological Paradigm / Dunlap et al. 2000 & Dunlap and Van Liere 1984
6) The Connection Between Values & Paradigms / Dietz et al. 1998 & Stern et al. 1995

	4
	Sept 22-26
	7) Exactly What IS Environmental Concern? / Dunlap & Jones 2000

	5
	Sept 29 – Oct 3*
	8) Social Bases Environmental Concern / Dunlap 2007 & Jones and Dunlap 1992 & Van Liere and Dunlap 1980 

    Myths of Environmental Concern / Dunlap and York 2008 & Jones 1998 & Johnson 2004 & Freudenburg 1991

	6
	Oct 6-10
	9) Myths of Environmental Concern cont’d.
10) Review

	7
	Oct 13-17
	11) EXAM 1 Tuesday Oct. 14 (Oct 16 Thu * Fall Break)

	8
	Oct 20-24
	12) Social Constructionism & Social Problems / Schneider 1985 & Best 2002 & Jerolmack 2008 & Rittenhouse 1991
13) Social Constructionism & Environment / Krogman 1996 & Demeritt 2002 & Brulle 1996 

	9
	Oct 27-31
	14) Analytical Perspectives of Environmental Sociology / Hannigan Chs 1-2 
15) Environmental Discourse & Social Power / Hannigan Chs 3-4

	10
	Nov 3-7
	16) Social Construction of Environmental Problems / Hannigan Chs 5-6
17) Environmental Claims Project (ECP) / (Laptop required in class)

	11
	Nov 10-14
	18) Science, Scientists, & Environmental Problems / Hannigan Ch 7
19) Valuing & Communicating Environmental Risk / Hannigan Ch 8 & Slimak 2006 

	12
	Nov 17-21
	20) The Sociology of Globalization / Yearley Ch 1
21) Environmental Issues & Globalization / Yearley Ch 2

	13
	Nov 24-28
	22) ECP Proposal Presentations / (Laptop required in class) 
23) (Nov 27 Thu* T-Day Break)

	14
	Dec 1-5
	24) How Did Biodiversity Loss & Climate Change Become Global Environmental Problems? / Hannigan Ch 9 & Yearley 3
25) North vs. South? Do We ‘See’ The Same Thing? / Yearley Ch 4 & Adeola 1998 & Dunlap 1997

	15
	Dec 8-12
	26) ECP Final Presentations
27) Wrap-up & Review on Last Class Day (Dec 11 Thu) & Finals Week / Hannigan Ch 10 & Yearley Ch 5

	16
	Dec 15-19
	EXAM 2: Friday Dec 19 8.00-10.00 AM


Key: * NO CLASSES; **Additional readings TBA
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