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TEXTS

New Revised Standard Version of the Bible with the Apocrypha
Discovering the Bible by Alex Varughese
GRADING

Average of three examinations, completed assigned readings, and class participation will constitute the basis for the final grade. 

PURPOSE

To survey the entire Bible, considering geographical and historical background materials and textual contents, noting its development, its transmission, and translations, with an aim to develop an overall perspective and to stimulate additional study--both personal and academic.  Attention will be given to the critical, historical, theological, hermeneutical, bibliographical, and reflective dimensions.

CLASS PREPARATION

The assigned pages in the Bible and textbooks are to be read prior to each class to prepare the student for the respective lectures and discussions.  Questions arising from the Biblical text or Varughese may be raised and addressed in class.

ATTENDANCE

Critical and assumed, excessive absences will be viewed as apathy and will impact the final grade.

READINGS


In addition to the Bible and Varughese there are readings attached to this syllabus and articles in the reading room which are to be read as assigned by announcement, written verification of such reading will be required.

PLAN AND ASSIGNMENTS

	Date
	Topic
	Assigned Readings

	I. Introduction

	Aug          31
	Revelation
	“The Biblical Concept of Revelation,” Beegle pp 15-30 

	Sept           1
	Inspiration  
	 V 19-33

	3
	Canon
	“Holy Scripture” – Bruce, pp 17-24

	4
	Texts and Versions
	“The Meaning and Task of Translation,” – Fee & Strauss pp 25-41

	7
	Texts and Versions
	“Choosing & Using a Translation,” – Sheeley & Nash pp 93-107

	8
	English Bible
	“The Basic Tools – a Good Translation,” – Fee & Stuart pp 28-44

	10
	English Bible
	“The Making of the English Bible,” - Sheeley & Nash pp 11-24

	11
	Hermeneutics
	V 34-49

	14
	Hermeneutics
	“God’s Word in Human Language,” – Yoder pp 8-23

	II. The Old Testament

     A. Background

	Sept         15
	The Ancient Near East
	V 51-62

	17, 18
	Overview of Israel’s History
	V 63-77

	21
	Role or Archaeology
	Genesis 1-11

	22
	****EXAMINATION****

	     B. Literature

	Sept    24,25   
	Formation of the Pentateuch
	“The Peutateuch as a Whole,” – Peter Craigie pp 114-126; 
“ Introduction to the Pentateuch,” – R. N. Whybray pp 1-11; Genesis 12-50 

	28
	Cosmic Origins & Patriarchs
	V 79-88; Exodus 1-19

	29
	Exodus – Covenant/Commandments
	Exodus 20-24

	Oct             1
	In the Wilderness
	Numbers 10-21; V 89-101

	2, 5
	Occupation of Canaan
	Joshua 1-11; Judges 1-8; V 105-117

	6, 8
	United Monarchy
	V 119-131; 1 Samuel 3-12; 2 Samuel 1-8; 1 Kings 1-11

	9, 12
	Divided Kingdom
	V 133-144; 1 Kings 12-22

	13, 19
	Exile and Restoration
	V 145-160; Ezra 1-10; Nehemiah 1-13

	20
	****EXAMINATION****

	22, 23
	Prophetic
	V 191-241; Jeremiah 1-13; Isaiah 40-55; Amos 1-9

	26, 27
	Sapiential
	V 163-187; Proverbs 1-9; Job 1-14

	29
	Poetic
	Psalms 1-40

	30
	Apocalyptic
	V 243-250; Daniel 1-12; Apocryphal additions

	III. The New Testament

     A. Background

	Nov    2, 3, 5
	Historical/Social Setting
	I Maccabees; V 251-267; “The Scrolls and the New Testament,” VanderKam pp 159-185

	   6, 9
	Religious Setting
	V 269-281; “The Philosophical and Religious Background,” Metzger pp 61-70

	     B. Literature

	Nov          10
	Matthew
	Matthew; V 283-290

	13
	Mark
	Mark; V 290-297

	14
	Luke
	Luke; V 301-305

	16
	Synoptic Issue
	V 271-272

	17
	John
	John; V 305-313

	19, 20
	Acts
	Acts; V 315-326

	23, 24, 30, Dec        1, 3
	Pauline Epistles
	I Corinthians; Romans, Philippians; V 329-396

	4, 7, 8, 10
	General Epistles
	Hebrews, James; V 397-427

	11
	****EXAMINATION****

	Dec 14
4:00 p.m.
	Apocalypse/Revelation
	Revelation; V 429-440; “Introduction to Revelation,”  - Michaels pp 13-41


*In addition to the copies of assigned readings located in the Religion Reading Room, the books from which they come are on one hour reserve in the library.
Bruce, F. F. The Canon of Scripture

Beegle, Dewey M. Scripture, Tradition, and Infallibility
Craige, Peter C. The Old Testament: Its Background, Growth, and Content
Fee, Gordon and Douglas Stuart. How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth

Metzger, Bruce M. The New Testament: Its Background, Growth, and Content
Ramsey, Michael J. Toward Understanding the Bible
Sheeley, Steven M. and Robert N. Nash. The Bible in English Translation
Vanderkam, James C. The Dead Sea Scrolls Today

Whybray, R. Norman. Introduction to the Pentateuch

Yoder, Perry B. Toward Understanding the Bible

