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BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION


BIBL-221

Fall Semester 2009
Professor: Dr. Carl Schultz

Credit: 4 hrs
Office: L307
MWF Room L335
Phone: 4520


TEXTS (( = On library reserve)
New Revised Standard Version Bible

(How to Read the Bible For All Its Worth, 2nd ed. Gordon Fee & Douglas Stuart

(Toward Understanding the Bible. Perry Yoder

(Four Views on Hell.  William Crockett

SUPPLEMENTARY BOOKS

(Evangelicals at an Impasse.  Robert Johnson

(The Authority of the Old Testament.  John Bright

(Biblical Hermeneutics.  Duncan S. Ferguson

(Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Period, 2nd. ed.. Richard Longenecker

(Interpreting the Parables.  Craig L. Blomberg

(New Testament Interpretation.  I.Howard Marshall

(Apocalyptic.  Leon Morris

(Christianity in Culture.  Charles H. Kraft

(The Dark Interval.  John Dominic Crossan

(So Many Versions.(Revised)  Sukae Kubo and Walter F. Specht

(A Short History of the Interpretation of the Bible. 2nd ed. (Revised and enlarged) Robert M. Grant

(Biblical Interpretation.  W. Randolph Tate

(The Bible as Literature. John Gabel and Charles Wheeler

(The Bible Makes Sense. Walter Brueggemann
(The Biblical Interpreter. Richard L. Rohrbaugh

(How to Interpret the Bible. James M. Efird

(Whose Bible Is It? A Short History of the Scriptures. Jaroslav Pelikan

(The Bible in English Translation. Steven M. Sheeley and Robert N. Nash, Jr.

(The Bible in Modern Culture. Roy A. Harrisville and Walter Sundberg

(How to Choose a Translation for All Its Worth. Gordon Fee and Mark Strauss

(A Guide to Contemporary Hermeneutics. Donald K. McKim

(Scripture in the Jewish and Christian Tradition. Frederick E. Greensphan

(History of Biblical Interpretation. William Yarchin
PURPOSE

1.  To develop an awareness of the fact of interpretation and the problems associated with interpretation, thereby demonstrating the acute need for exegesis and hermeneutics.

2.  To study the development of Scripture interpretation within the Judeo- Christian tradition.

3.  To study the general principles governing the interpretation of Scripture and also the specific principles relative to the various genres found in the Bible.

4.  To apply these principles to personal and corporate issues which are of current concern today.  The issue this semester is Hell.

COLLATERAL READING

Listed below are required supplementary readings with appropriate instructions.

I.  Selected Topics (( = attached to your syllabus. All other readings are in the Religion Reading Room)
("Literalism vs Everything Else: A Continuing Conflict" - Martin E. Marty

("Intent of the Framers - A Row Over How Courts Should Read the Constitution" - Ann McDaniel

"How Does the Bible Function in Christian Life" - William A. Dyrness

("The Church and Biblical Scholarship in Dialogue" - Sandra M. Schneiders

"The Catholic Church and Bible Interpretations" - Pontifical Biblical Commission

"Is the Bible True?" - William C. Placher

"The Old Testament Among Christian Theologians" - Hemchand Gossai

"The Debate Over Inspiration: Scripture as Reliable, Inerrant, or Infallible?" - Robert K. Johnston

"The Problem of Sensus Plenior" -  Douglas J. Moo

"The Sensus Plenior of Israel's Restoration Promises" - Hans K. LaRondelle

"Evangelical Social Ethics: The Use of One's Theological Tradition" - Robert K. Johnston

"Homosexuality and the Evangelical: The Influence of Contemporary Culture" - Robert K. Johnston

"What We Mean When We Say Its True" - Timothy George

"Words From God’s Heart" - G. Walter Hansen

"The Earliest Biblical Exegesis Is In The Bible Itself" - Michael Fishbane

“Biblical Hermeneutics in the Wesleyan Tradition” – Carl Schultz (Web Page)

“The Use of Scripture in the Wesleyan Tradition” – Donald Dayton

“Who the Devil is the Devil?” – Robert Wernick

“Why We Need Heaven” – Dan Ephron, et al

( “Reading An Ancient Book in a Modern World”  - Bernhard Anderson

( “In the Beginning There Were the Holy Books”  - Kenneth Woodward

“Nine Theses on Interpreting Scripture” Christian Century

“Battle for the Bible” – Mark Noll

“Open-Door Policy” – Frederick Claiser
The above articles are to read as assigned and prepared for class discussion.

II. Translations
“Meaning-full Translations” - Eugene Nida

“What is God Trying To Do?” - Charles Kraft

"God's Word In Human Language" - David Ewert

"Concern for the Text Versus Concern for the Reader" - Harvey Minkoff

"Is Translation Possible?" - Geddes MacGregor

“The Need for Translation” – Fee and Strauss

"When Manuscripts Collide" - Wendy M. Zoba 

So Many Versions. Pages pertinent to a translation of your choosing

“The Holy Bible – A Buyer’s Guide” – Leonard J. Greenspoon

An additional 50 pages about the translation you have chosen from at least two other sources.

Bibliography and a 5-page analysis of the translation you have chosen due October 6.

III.  Women in the Church – 

“Women Clergy in Orthodoxy, Protestantism, and Other Religions” – Bruce A. Robinson
"Feminist Hermeneutics and Evangelical Biblical Interpretation." David M. Scholer

"The Role of Women in the Church and Family." Robert K. Johnston

"The Bible and Women."  Willard Swartley

"Towards a Feminist Biblical Hermeneutics." Elizabeth Sch​​​​​​​​​​üssler Fiorenza

"The Great Watershed - Intentionality and Particularity/Eternality: 1 Timothy 2:8-15 As a Test Case." 

Gordon D. Fee

“Paul and Woman’s Ordination” - Daniel Fuller

An additional 3 sources of your choosing.

Bibliography plus a 5-page paper on "What is Happening to my View on Women in the Church."  November 3.
IV.  Genres- to be coordinated with assigned readings in F/S
"How to Interpret the Torah." James M. Efird (Oct 29)
"Prophecy as Genre." Joel B. Green (Nov 2)

“Introduction to the Psalms” Christopher Barth (Nov 5)
"How to Interpret Wisdom." James M. Efird (Nov 9) 
"The Gospels - Biography or Theology?" David E. Aune (Nov 13)

"Recent Investigations Into the Literary Genre 'Gospel'." Robert Gundry (Nov 14)
"Reader Response Hermeneutics Action Models, and the Parables of Jesus." Anthony Thiselton (Nov 17)

"The Purpose of Parables According to Matthew 13:10-17." Bastiaan Van Elderen (Nov 17)

"How to Read Paul 2000 Years Later" Kenneth Woodward (Nov 20) 
"Ancient Amaneunses and the Pauline Epistles."  Richard Longnecker (Nov 20)

“Biblical Theology and the Question of History” – Gordon Wenham  (Nov 24)
“Prophecy and the Apocalyptic Dream” – D. S. Russell (Dec 1)

EXAMINATIONS - September 22, October 27, December 4
ATTENDANCE

Critical and assumed.  Excessive absences will be viewed as apathy and will impact the final grade.

PLANS AND ASSIGNMENTS

	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	Aug           31
	I. Introduction
	

	Sept       1,3,4
	     Need/Fact of Interpretation
	Yoder 1-7; F/S 13-27*

	7,8
	     Issues, Terms, Trends
	Ferguson 3-22* Pelikan 9-25*

	
	II. Historical Dimensions
	

	10, 11
	     A. Jewish hermeneutics in 1st century AD
	Longnecker 1-35*

	14, 15
	     B. Christian hermeneutics in 1st century AD
	Longnecker, 185-198*

	17
	     C. Patristic/Medieval hermeneutics
	Bloomberg, 21-51*

	18
	     D. Reformation/Post Reformation hermeneutics
	Ferguson 133-183*

	21
	     E. Contemporary hermeneutics
	Yarchin IVV-XXX, 41-50*

	22
	****First Examination ****
	

	
	III. Authority of the Old Testament
	Bright 58-160*

	24, 25, 28, 29
	IV. Translation, Authority, and Inspiration of Scripture
	Yoder 67-72*; F/S 28-44

	
	V. General Principles of Interpretation
	

	      
	     A. Literacy (Cotext)
	

	Oct         1, 2
	        1. Words, Grammar
	

	 5
	        2. Figures of speech, idioms
	Yoder 43-47*

	6
	        3. Duality and Intention
	Yoder 13-23; 54-57*

	8
	        4. Meaning and Significance
	Yoder 24-28*

	9
	        5. Tacit Dimension & Understanding
	Yoder 29-36*

	12, 13
	        6. Induction and Deduction
	Yoder 37-42*

	
	     B. Non-literary (Context)
	

	 19, 20
	        1. History
	Yoder 48-53*

	22
	        2. Geography
	

	      23, 26
	        3. Culture
	

	27
	****Second Examination****
	

	
	VI. Principles for Interpretation of Specific Genre
	

	29, 30
	     A. Legal
	Yoder 44-47*; F/S 149-164

	Nov          2, 3
	     B. Prophetic
	F/S 165-186

	5, 6
	     C. Poetic
	F/S 187-205

	9, 10
	     D. Sapiential
	F/S 206-230

	12, 14, 16
	     E. Gospel
	F/S 113-134

	17
	     F. Parabolic
	F/S 135-148

	19, 20, 23
	     G. Epistolary
	F/S 45-77

	      24, 30
	     H. Apocalyptic
	F/S 231-245

	Dec          1, 3
	     I. Narrative
	F/S 78-112

	4
	****Third Examination ****
	

	    7, 8, 10, 11
	VII. Utilization of Principles – Semester Project
        Four Views on Hell
	Crockett 1-178

	16
	8:00 a.m.
	FINIS


     * = In Religion Reading Room

