Rel/Phil
PENTATEUCH


BIBL-231A

Spring Semester 2009
Professor: Dr. Carl Schultz

MWF 10:00-10:50 am
Office: Lib 307
Room: L303
Phone: 4520


------------------------------------

CORPUS

Old Testament books which are studies in this course are: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy

TEXTS

New Revised Standard Version Bible
The Pentateuch by Terence E. Fretheim
Documents of Old Testament Times - Winton Thomas (out-of-print but photocopies in Reading Room)

The Book of Torah by Thomas W. Mann

SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTS: 
Dictionary of the Old Testament – Pentateuch by T. Desmond Alexander and David W. Baker

Introduction to the Pentateuch by R. Norman Whybray

Understanding Genesis by Nahum Sarna

Exploring Exodus by Nahum Sarna

Laviticus as Literature by Mary Douglas

Moses, The Servant of Yahweh by Dewey Beegle

The Pentateuch by Joseph Blenkinsopp

Israel in Egypt by James K. Hoffmeier

Readings from the Ancient Near East by Bill T. Arnold and Bryan E. Beyer

Ancient Israel by Hershel Shanks

The Rise of Ancient Israel by Hershel Shanks, et. al.
PURPOSE

1.
To study the background of these books, giving attention to the historical, the geographical, and the cultural.

2.
To study the text of these books, giving attention to the critical, the exegetical, and the practical.

3.
To relate the laws and customs of Israel to those of the surrounding contemporary Near Eastern nations and to note the social and religious contributions these laws and customs make today.

4.
To note the place of these books in the totality of Scripture and in the development of the religion of Israel.

ANNOTATED READINGS


Choose at least 4 of the 17 areas listed below from which a total of 750 pages are to be read – a minimum of one topic per month beginning with January.  Readings should include both the sources given on the attached bibliography and sources (journals and books) you have found in the library.  Topics selected should coincide with class discussions and will come due as per the schedule below.  Each report must include the articles/books read (full bibliographical data) and an annotation of 2-3 pages in which the readings are summarized, compared/contrasted, and evaluated.  Reports must be neatly and carefully done.  Please keep a running tabulation of pages read, and indicate such on each successive report.

1. Documentary Hypothesis         
Jan 21
2. Creation


Jan 23
3. Fall                          

Jan 30
4. Flood                              
Feb 4
5. Patriarchs


Feb 6
6. Moses


Feb 13
7. Plagues


Feb 16
8. Exodus


Mar 2

9. Covenant


Mar 13
10. Feminine Studies

Mar 23
11. Religious Calendar & Rites
Mar 27
12. Selected topics

Apr 3
EXAMINATIONS:     February 11, March 30, April 29
ATTENDANCE: Critical and assumed. Excessive absences will be viewed as apathy and will impact the final grade.

GRADING:  Based on three exams, annotations, and also on class participation.
PLAN AND ASSIGNMENTS

The following topics and chapters are to be read and researched prior to each class session in the NRSV Bible, Documents from Old Testament Times (or Ancient Near Eastern Texts), The Pentateuch, and The Book of Torah.
Introduction
Jan 
12
Definition of terms, Relationship of



Fretheim pp. 11-63
14 
Books, Authorship, Compilation and



              
Mann pp. 1-9

16
Redaction, Documents and Sources,


19
Development of Religion in Israel






Genesis

21, 23, 26 Creation (1-2)






ANET 60-70 or DOTT pp 3-16

28
Fall (3)








          Mann pp. 10-77
30
Flood (4-9)



                    
 ANET 93-97 or DOTT pp 17-26

Feb
 2
Babel & List of Nations (10-11)



 4
Abraham Narratives (12-25:11)
Fretheim pp. 67-100
 6
Isaac & Jacob Narratives (25:12-36)

 9
Joseph Narratives (37-50)
“The Story of the Ancestors” Blenkinsopp 98-133


Feb 
11
****FIRST EXAMINATION****
Exodus
Feb
13, 16   
Bondage/Moses (1-4)





         Mann, pp 78-112




18
Plagues and Passover (12-15)


      
ANET 483-490 or DOTT pp 38-45

20        
Red Sea to Sinai (13-18)


   ANET 376-378 or DOTT pp 137-141

Mar
 2, 4
Law/Covenant (19-24; 21-34)


      ANET 163-180 or DOTT pp 27-37


 6
Tabernacle--Plans & Construction (25-31; 35-40)
Fretheim pp. 101-120
Leviticus
Mar
 9, 11    
Sacrifices (1-7)

      “The Sacred and the Mundane” Peter Haas


13
Priest (8-10)



16
Clean/Unclean (11-15)




           20, 23   
Day of Atonement (16)
                                                   


 Fretheim pp. 121-136
           25, 27
Holiness Code and Appendix (17-27)
Mann pp. 113-124


    
30
****SECOND EXAMINATION****
Numbers
 April  
 1
Sojourn and Census at Sinai (1-10)
Fretheim pp. 137-151


 3 
Sojourn in Paran (13-19)

  
6, 8  
March from Kadesh to Moab, Balaam (20-24)



15
Miscellaneous Laws and Incidents (25-32)       



Deuteronomy
Apr   17, 20, 22
Nature of Book


24
Origin of Book


            



Mann, pp. 125-142

27
Legislative Material
Fretheim pp. 152-170
Apr
29
****THIRD EXAMINATION****
May
 2
(8:00 a.m.) Appendixes (31-34)
Mann, pp. 143-156

