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I.
PURPOSE

To study the discovery of the Scrolls, noting their importance, their contribution to textual criticism, and their relationship to Judaism and Christianity.  The community from which they came will also be studied, noting its origin, identity, organization and beliefs.

II.
REQUIRED TEXTS

NRSV Bible

The Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls by James VanderKam and Peter Flint
III.
RECOMMENDED TEXTS
Paul and the Dead Sea Scrolls by J. Murphy O'Connor and James H. Charlesworth

John and the Dead Sea Scrolls by James H. Charlesworth

Jesus, Paul, and the Vatican by Otto Betz and Rainer Reisner

The Pesharim and QumRan History by James H. Charlesworth
Jesus and the Dead Sea Scrolls by James H. Charlesworth

The Archaeology of Qumran and The Dead Sea Scrolls by Jodi Magness

The Dead Sea Scrolls translated by Florentino G. Martinez

Reclaiming the Dead Sea Scrolls
IV.
SUPPLEMENTAL READING

Listed below are several supplementary articles arranged into SIX categories.  A minimum of four articles must be read from each of these categories.  In addition, students are required to annotate the articles read from 3 of the six categories.  Each annotation is to be 2-3 pages in length. Due dates will be announced.
[1]
Sensationalism
"The 'Pierced Messiah' Text--an Interpretation Evaporates." BAR Editors

"Does TLH In the Temple Scroll Refer to Crucifixion?"  Joseph M. Baumgarten

"Sense Or Sensationalism?  The Dead Sea Scrolls Controversy."  James H. Charlesworth

"Did the Vatican Suppress the Publication of the Qumran Scrolls?" Otto Betz and Rainer Reisner

[2]
Identification of Sect
"New Light on the Pharisees."  Lawrence Schiffman

"Essene Origins--Palestine or Babylonia?"  BAR Editors

"The People of the Dead Sea Scrolls--Essense or Sadducees?"  James C. Vanderkam

"The Dead Sea Scrolls and the People Who Wrote Them."  Frank M. Cross

"First 'Dead Sea Scroll' Found in Egypt Before Qumran."  Raphael Levy

"The Significance of the Scrolls."  Lawrence H. Schiffman

"The Evidence of Archaeology and Paleography." Millar Burrows

"Qumran: Was It An Essene Settlement?" Alan D. Crown and Lena Cansdale

"Qumran: A Hub of Scribal Activity?" Stephen Goranson

"The Wicked Priests of the Groningen Hypothesis." Timothy H. Lim

"Excavations at Khirbet Qumran." Menahem Mansoor

"The Mysterious Community at Qumran." Abraham Rabinovich

“Beyond the Essense Hypothesis” Gabrielle Boccaccini

“The Identification of the Qumran Group” James C. VanderKam

[3]
The Temple Scroll
"The Temple Scroll--the Longest and Most Recently Discovered Dead Sea Scroll."  Yigael 

Yadin

"The Temple Scroll."  Jacob Milgrom

"Is the Temple Scroll a Sixth Book of the Torah--Lost for 2500 years?"  Hartmut Stegemann

"The Case of the Gilded Staircase."  Morton Smith

"Challenge to Sun-Worship Interpretation of Temple Scrolls Gilded Staircase."  Jacob 

Milgrom

"The Interpretation of the Purification Offering in the Temple Scroll."  Gary A. Anderson

"The Temple Scroll."  Geza Vermes

[4]
Old Testament Text
"The Biblical Scrolls From Qumran and the Text of the Old Testament."  Patrick W. Skehan

"The Significance of the Judaean Finds for Old Testament Studies."  Neil S. Fuzita

"The Text Behind the Text of the Hebrew Bible." Frank M. Cross

"Light on the Bible From the Dead Sea Scrolls." Frank M. Cross

"The Bible in the Making: The Scriptures at Qumran." Eugene Ulrich

“The Hermeneutics of the Pesharim” James H. Charlesworth

“The Text Behind the Text of the Hebrew Bible” Frank M. Cross

“Light on the Bible from the Dead Sea Caves” Frank M. Cross

“Bible, Canon, and Text” Lawrence H. Schiffman

“Biblical Interpretation” Lawrence H. Schiffman

“The Community of Israel and the Composition of Scriptures” Eugene Ulrich

[5]
The New Testament and Christianity
"The Dead Sea Scrolls and Early Christianity."  James C. VanderKam

"Was John the Baptist an Essene?"  Otto Betz

"Crosses in the Dead Sea Scrolls."  Jack Finegan

"The Significance of the Judaean Finds for New Testament Studies."  Neil S. Fujita

"The Pauline Writings and Qumran."  William S. LaSor

"The Johannine Writings and the Qumran Discoveries."  William S. LaSor

"The Epistles to the Hebrews and the Qumran Writings."  William S. LaSor

"The Teacher of Righteousness in Composite Portrait."  William S. LaSor

"New Testament Papyri in Qumran Cave 7?"  Jos​​​​​​​​​é O'Callaghan with a response by Carl 
M. Martini

"The Mark Fragment."

"Qumran and the New Testament." Pierre Benoit

"Was John the Baptist an Essene?" Otto Betz

"Were Manuscripts of the New Testament Found in Qumran Cave 7?" Otto Betz and Rainer Reisner

"'Mystery' in the Theology of Saint Paul and Its Parallels at Qumran." Joseph Coppens

"The Teacher of Righteousness of Qumran and the Question of Justification by Faith in the Theology of Saint Paul." Walter Grundmann

"Light From Qumran Upon Some Aspects of Johannine Theology." James L. Price

“John the Baptist” Harmut Stegemann

[6]
Jesus and the Dead Sea Scrolls

"The Baptism of Jesus and a New Dead Sea Scroll." Dale C. Allison, Jr.


" The Teacher of Righteousness in Composite Portrait." William C. LaSor.


" What is the Significance of the Qumran Texts for Understanding Jesus of Nazareth?" Otto Betz and Rainer Riesner


" The Suffering Servant at Qumran?" John J. Collins


" A Pre-Christian 'Son of God' Among the Dead Sea Scrolls." John J. Collins


"Jesus and The Teacher of Righteousness -- Similarities and Differences." Hartmut Stetemann


"The Messiah at Qumran." Michael O. Wise and James D. Taylor

“The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Historical Jesus” James H. Charlesworth

“Jesus, Table Fellowship and Qumran” James D. G. Dunn

“Crucifixion: Archaeology, Jesus, and the Dead Sea Scrolls” James H. Charlesworth

V.
REPORTS



Each student will be responsible for a 30-minute report.  Topics will be chosen/assigned on the opening day of class.  Reports are to be carefully researched, structured, and presented.  Due dates are as listed.

	DATE
	TOPIC

	January 28
	Identity of Wicked Priests

	February 4
	Role/Function of Teacher of Righteousness

	February 11
	Isaiah Scrolls

	February 18
	Messianic Expectations

	March 3
	Manual of Discipline

	March 10
	Damascus Document

	March 17
	Halakhic Letter (4QMMT)

	March 24
	Thanksgiving Hymns

	March 31
	War Scroll

	April 7
	Pesharim

	April 14
	Temple Scroll

	April 21
	Copper Scroll

	April 28
	Alleged Mark Fragments


VI.
ATTENDANCE AND GRADING

Attendance is critical and assumed.  Grades will be passed on class participation, annotations, and reports.
VII.      TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS
	DATES
	TOPIC
	READING ASSIGNMENT

	I.  INTRODUCTORY

	Jan. 12, 14, 6, 19
	Overview terminology, contextualization, sensationalism, controversy
	VanderKam, 381-403

	Jan. 21, 26
	Discovery of Scrolls
	VanderKam, 3-19

	Jan. 28, 30
	Dating of Scrolls
	VanderKam 20-33

	Feb. 2
	Technology and Scrolls
	VanderKam 55-84

	Feb. 4, 6
	Archaeology of Qumran
	VanderKam 34-54

	II.  THE SCROLLS

	Feb. 9
	Hebrew Text Before Scrolls
	VanderKam 87-102

	Feb. 11, 13
	Impact of Scrolls on Hebrew Bible
	VanderKam 103-153

	Feb. 16, 18, 20
	Canon and the Scrolls
	VanderKam 154-181

	March 1, 3
	Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha in Scrolls
	VanderKam 182-205

	III.  THE COMMUNITY

	March 5, 8
	Survey of Non-biblical Scrolls
	VanderKam 209-238

	March 10, 12, 15
	Identity of Community
	VamderKam 239-254

	March 17, 19, 22
	Theology of Community
	VanderKam 255-274

	March 24, 26
	Relationship of Community
	VanderKam 275-292

	March 29, 31
	Hermeneutics of Community
	VanderKam 293-308

	IV.  THE SCROLLS AND THE NEW TESTAMENT

	April 2, 5
	New Testament Scrolls?
	VanderKam 311-320

	April 7, 14, 16
	Jesus and Scrolls
	VanderKam 321-345

	April 19, 21, 23
	Epistles and Scrolls
	VanderKam 346-361

	April 26, 28
	Revelation and Scrolls
	VanderKam 362-378

	V.  FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS               May 5 (10:30 a.m.)



Finis
