Hebrew Exegesis
BIBL/HEB 322A
Department of Religion and Philosophy – Houghton College
Fall semester 2007
Professor: Dr. Carl Schultz

Credit: 3 hrs.
Office: ChC L307
MWF 9:00-9:50; Room L308
Phone ext: 4520

Catalog Description: A reading course in prose and poetic passages of the Hebrew Bible.  The student will demonstrate facility in translation, exegesis, and interpretation of these biblical passages.  Prerequisite: HEB 102 or special permission of instructor

Texts: 


Hebrew Bible (either Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia or Bible Society in Israel Version)


A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament by William Holladay
Nature:


A reading course in prose and poetic texts of the Hebrew Bible, passages from Genesis, the books of Ruth and Jonah, and selected Psalms.

Outcomes:

Students will:

· Analyze and identify (“parse”) the various inflected forms of nouns (“declensions”) and verbs (“conjugations”) with increased facility.

· Recognize and identify syntactical constructions within the sentence as they relate to texts read.  This includes syntax of clause and phrase formation, use of cases (nouns), moods and tense/aspect (verbs).

· Learn about the transmission of the text and the recovery of the “original” text through the art/science of textual criticism

· Translate moderately difficult to very difficult sentences and passages from Hebrew into English.

· Develop skill to appreciate and appropriate the art both of Hebrew narrative and poetry.

· Develop facility with Hebrew language reference tools: Hebrew concordances, lexica, theological dictionaries, databases, web sites, and commentaries or other exegetical writings that make use of the original language of the text of scripture.

· Further their knowledge of the ancient Near East: its intellectual environment, social structures, culture, religion, and politics.

· Learn about resources available to assist them in understanding the socio-historical environment of the ancient world.

· Begin to understand the critical appartos of the Hebrew Bible: the masora, accents, unusual letters, and other markings

Additional Resources:
Grammars

Kautzsch, K. and A.E. Cowley, Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar (Oxford: Clarendon, 1970).


Lambdin, Thomas. Introduction to Biblical Hebrew (New York: Charles Scribners’ Sons, 1971.)


Greenberg, Moshe. Introduction to Hebrew (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1965).


Martin, James D. Davidson’s Introductory Hebrew Grammar, 27th ed. (Edinboro: T and T Clark, 1993).
Lexicons

Clines, David J.A., ed. The Dictionary of Classical Hebrew (Sheffield: Academic Press) vol. 1 1993: vol 2 1993; vol. 3 1996; vol. 4 1998; vol. 5 (to nun).


L. Koehler, W. Baumgartner, J.J. Stamm, eds. The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament. The New Koehler/Baumgartner in English. Translated and edited under the supervision of J.E.J. Richardson (Leiden: Brill 1993-2002) 5 vol.


Brown, Francis and S. R. Driver, C.A. Briggs, eds. A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament (Oxford: Clarendon, 1907)


Concordances


Mandelkern, Solomon. Veteris Testamenti Concrdantiae (Repr. Graz: Akademische Druck-U. Verlagsanstalt, 1955).



Lisowsky, Gerhard. Konkordanz zum hebräischen Alten Testament, nach dem von Paul Kahle in der Biblia Hebraica edidit R. Kittel bestorgten masoretischen Text. 2nd ed. (Stuttgart: Württembergische Bibelanstalt, 1958).

Guides to Masoretic Accents and References


Kelley, Page H., Daniel S. Mynatt and Timothy G. Crawford. The Massorah of Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia: Introduction and Annotated Glossary. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans 1998).



Scott, William R. A Simplified Guide to BHS: Critical Apparatus, Masora, Accents, Unusual Letters and Other Markings. 3rd ed. (Berkley: BIBAL Press, 1987).

Textual Criticism


McCarter, P. Kyle. Textual Criticism: Recovering the Text of the Hebrew Bible. Guides to Biblical Scholarship, Old Testament Series (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1986).



Tov, Emmanuel. Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible (Minneapolis: Fortress—Assen/Maastricht, 1992).



Brotzman, E. Old Testament Criticism (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1994).



Stuart, Douglas K. Old Testament Exegesis: A Primer for Students and Pastors. 2nd ed., revised and enlarged (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1980).



Wurtheim, Ernst. The Text of the Old Testament, 2nd ed.; translated by Erroll F. Rhodes (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995).


Wordbooks


Harris, Archer, Waltke. Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament. (Chicago: Moody Press, 1980).



Botterweck, G. Johannes, et al. Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament. 15 vol. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans).

Procedure:

To assist you in determining your translation, specify the role each word plays in the text.  In particular, carefully identify the following data for:
Nouns (decline)

· root

· state (absolute/construct)

· gender

· number

· pronominal suffixes

· article

· preposition

· position/case


Verbs (parse)

· root

· form

· conjugation

· person
· number
· gender

· tense/aspect

· suffixes

Class Schedule

	Week
	Focus

	1
	Orientation/Review

	2
	Genesis 1

	3
	Genesis 2, 3

	4
	Judges 1

	5
	Ruth 1

	6
	Ruth 2

	7
	Ruth 3

	8
	Ruth 4

	9
	Jonah 1

	10
	Jonah 2

	11
	Jonah 3

	12
	Jonah 4

	13
	Psalms 1, 8

	14
	Psalms 19, 23


